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eorge Soros was hailed four years ago
when the staff at his Open Society
Foundations unionized,
But now the hedge fund billion-
aire’s halo is getting tarnished as
labor leaders charge that he’s behaving like
a robber baron.

Gloria Middleton, president of the
Communications Workers of America
Local 1180, which represents about 140
workers at Soros’ charity in New York,
told me, “We are finding that the workers
are, excuse my language, treated like s-t

After the New York staff unionized, the
charity, with 1,500 workers worldwide,

restructured to eliminate jobs.

The remaining workers “felt betrayed,"
Middleton said. “People who get in this
type of work, they do it because they have
a passion for it”

Laura Silber, vice president for advo-
cacy and communications at the Open
Society Foundations, said, “We believe we
have negotiated fair and equitable terms,
We recently began a significant restructur-
ing, to sharpen our focus, maximize the
impact of our charitable work, and shift
more resources to the places around the
world in which we work”

Silber said, “Throughout this process,
we have taken pains to prioritize the
placement of existing staff in new units
before lnunching any extemnal recruitment
and have offered significant severance
benefits!

Another union rep said, “When they
want to do some union-busting internally,
it can't be overt. It has to be very subtle

Soros, 91, has donated $32 billion to
Open Society.
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If Sean Penn is a man of his word,
he'll soon be melting down the best actor
Oscars he won for 2003's “Mystic River”
and 2008's “Milk”
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